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2013 APA National Conference 
Sustainable Community Planning Division 

Summary Report 
June 7, 2013 

 
 
This report summarizes the activities of the APA Sustainable Community Division at the 2013 
national conference in Chicago (April 12-16, 2013). This was our group’s fourth year at the 
APA National Conference and our first as an official Division.  
 
Our major activities this year included: 
 

- Facilitated Discussion, “Mobilizing State Chapters”, 
Sunday 3:00pm 

- Annual Reception / Meeting, Sunday 4:30pm 

- Release of our first quarterly newsletter 

- Steering Committee business meeting, Monday 
6:30am 

- By-Right Session, “Best Practices in Sustainability 
Planning”, Monday 1:00pm 

 
Since the start of the conference April 12th, our membership 
has grown appreciably: 
 

 Added New Total 

Dues-paying members 47 295 

Mailing list members 16 1,185 

LinkedIn members ~2,600 2,936 

Twitter followers ? 487 

Facebook followers ? 333 

 
The following pages provide detail on our conference activities as reported by organizers and 
volunteers. For information or questions, email apascd [at] gmail [dot] com. 
 
Many thanks to our sponsors, our members, and our volunteers for making this all happen!  
 
Daniel Lerch 
SCD Chair 
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Facilitated Discussion Report 
“Mobilizing Sustainability Planning” – Sunday April 13, 3:00pm 

 
Presenters/Facilitators: Anne Miller (APA Colorado), Scott Edmondson (APA Northern California), 
Robert Mitchell (APA Massachusetts), Brian Smith (APA Florida), and Daniel Lerch with support from 
Carine Arendes, Kindy Kruller, Melissa Ladd, and George Homsy 

 

Making the connection between advancing 
sustainability planning, APA State Chapters, and the 
new APA Sustainable Communities Division was the 
topic of the Mobilizing Sustainability Planning 
Facilitated Discussion at the April 2013 National APA 
Conference in Chicago.  Over 50 interested conference 
attendees participated in this session, generating 
many ideas for collaboration. The session began with 
an overview of four State Chapter Sustainability 
Committees (CO, Northern CA, FL, and MA) and was 
followed by an introduction to the APA Sustainable 
Communities Division (SCD). Then small groups 
discussed how State Chapters and the SCD can work 
together to advance sustainability planning. Following is a summary of some of the ideas generated: 
 

 Communication and Collaboration– expand forums for APA members and Chapters as well as 
allied organizations to share information and ideas (e.g., LinkedIn, newsletter, website, etc.)  

 Resources and Education – provide trainings and online best practices resources and toolkits 
 Policy – promote sustainability initiatives and policies 

 
One of the outcomes of the session was a commitment to form a Working Group of the SCD to further 
the ideas for collaboration generated in the session. Interest was also expressed by participating State 
Chapter representatives in starting Sustainability Committees. 
 
To set the context for the Facilitated Discussion, the APA California-Northern and APA Colorado 
Sustainability Committees conducted an informal research project beginning in the fall of 2012. The 
inquiry briefly examined the current practice and challenge of sustainability planning by State APA 
Chapters. The resulting article (http://sustainableplanning.net/2013/04/08/challenge-of-
sustainability-planning/) summarizes the findings and develops the issues and implications for moving 
forward. It provided background for the Facilitated Discussion and a LinkedIn discussion 
(http://linkd.in/scd-chaps).  
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Reception / Meeting Report 
Sunday April 13, 4:30pm 

 
Organizers: Rob Kerns, Michael Davidson, Ramona Mullahey 
 
The 2013 Chicago APA Conference was a great place to launch the new Sustainable Communities 
Division (SCD).  Our combined division launch party and business meeting mixed a little work with lots 
of fun and conversations.  The party organizing committee estimated over 150 people attended.  The 
event was designed to engage guests in the division’s activities with four interactive stations and 
keypad polling the crowd during the party.  Several things learned at the party were: 
 
SCD Priorities for 2014 

 
• Reception at the 2014 APA Conference (24%) 
• Clearinghouse of resources for sustainable 

planning (20%) 
• Promote / support LEED-ND (16%) 

 
Top 3 Sustainability Topics for the SCD Newsletter 
 

• Transportation and sustainability (24 %) 
• Comprehensive planning (21%) 
• Zoning practices (12%) 
• Career paths and mentor ideas (12%) 

 
Additionally, a map of sustainability projects in each state was started at the launch party and posted 
on the division’s website, and a membership services “tree” to grow the division was created.  Stay 
tuned for the division leadership’s action plan to move our efforts forward and another great party in 
Atlanta! 
 
Full Keypad Polling Results: 
 

Top 3 Topics for the quarterly SCD newsletter 
 
 Transportation and sustainability (24 %) 

 Comprehensive planning (21%) 

 Zoning practices (12%) 

 Career paths and mentor ideas (12%) 

 Best practices (9%) 

 Eco-system services (9%) 

 Toolkits (6%) 

 Practitioner profiles (3%) 

 Developing countries (3%) 

 How to start a state sust. committee (3%) 

 

Top SCD Priorities for 2014 
 
 Reception at the 2014 APA Conference (24%) 

 Clearinghouse of resources (20%) 

 Promote / support LEED-ND (16%) 

 Member survey (8%) 

 Bi-weekly email bulletin expansion (8%) 

 Webinar program with CM credits (8%) 

 Mentorship program (8%) 

 Free, informal webinar program (4%) 

 Connect sustainability-interested students (4%) 

 Develop LinkedIn & Facebook sites (0%) 
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Reception / Meeting Report: Communications Table 
 
Volunteers: Andrew Duane, Andrew Parish, Chris McGetrick, Jo Penrose 
 
Question 1) What methods should we use to communicate? 

 Twitter 

 E-bulletin 

 Linkedin 

 Webinars 

 Newsletter  

 Email 
 
Question 2) What should the purpose of our communication be? 

 Best practices (2); Tools 

 Trends 

 Foster communications between 
colleges/universities involved in community 
sustainability around their campuses 

 Work with other divisions to advance 
sustainability within the org.  and profession 

 To raise the level of understanding re: 
importance of sustainable urbanism 

 Climate change; peak oil; etc.s 

 Uniform message/common language 

 Share ideas inform others 

 Inform and educate and share ideas  

 Connect people working on similar issues 

 Communicate issues of the day 

 Share information about initiatives, action items, working/white papers, events, collaboration 
opportunities 

 
Question 3)  What other groups/organizations should we be communicating with?  
 

Organization/Group Ideas/purpose for communicating with 

USGBC Collaborating on CM Credits 

NOAA Free coastal tools, data, training 

APA state chapters Local issues & responses to them 

FEMA Information and support 

SeaGrant Shared mission 

Ecocity Builders Sustainable cities 

Urban sustainability directors network Planning, metrics 

National league of cities – mayors/city manager Working water fronts and waterways; sustainable communities 

Audubon International Certification program 

TNC Best practices in construction 

Trust for public lands Land, open space, preservation 

HUD/EPA/DOT sustainability partnership Grants, technical resources 

Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure CM Credits, training 

AARP Multi-generational communities/smart growth advocacy partner 

NRDC; Nature Conservancy; Sierra Club  

AIA, ASLA, ASCE Allied professions 

Urban Land Institute  

Boria  

National Trust for Historic Preservation  
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Reception / Meeting Report: Membership Table 
 
Volunteers: Joyce Allgaier, Bokyoung Choi, Brian Isoldi, George Homsy 
 
Q:   What services would make the SCP Division valuable to you? What services would assist you 
in your work?  What are your expectations for the Division? Do you have ideas as to how to 
spread the word about SCP and increase participation? 
 
A: 

 Create resources to make sustainability an easy and natural path for planning 

 Provide information/recourses to counter anti-Agenda 21 

  Make noise – Let’s have a major PR campaign 

 Find the right niche for the sustainability division  

 Don’t reinvent the wheel with our new 
division, be unique, but complement and 
support the other divisions, raise awareness 
amongst planners 

 Be indispensable! 

 Create resources to make sustainability an 
easy and natural path for planning 

 Determine...what is our shared definition of 
sustainability? 

 Work on removal of code/zoning barriers to 
sustainability best practices in development 

 Review policies coming from other divisions 
for consistency and best practices in sustainability 

 Provide database or bibliography of resources around sustainability 

 Provide a connection with the state chapters 

 Make the division a one stop shop for planning-related sustainability issues 

 Bring planning into the discussion.  Remember that planners need to make the human 
environment sustainable 

 Support student competitions and scholarships, mentor program, hope it goes higher 

 Inform students of SCP projects and information 

 Partner with USGBC 

 Communicate and outreach to local chapters for integration 

 Provide monthly webinars, Google group, online forum to share info (articles, plans etc.) 

 Create regular toolkit profile in newsletter 

 Share best practices in newsletter,  list jobs, latest trends 

 Connect with planning students and make those connections early 

 Discuss real world experiences – what are cities around the world/country doing? 

 Assist with career development 

 Show other divisions how the tenants of sustainability thread into their work 

 Serve as clearinghouse of online resources 

 Create a discussion board for virtual networking, such as on LinkedIn, virtual communities 
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 Develop regional partnerships to address large scale sustainability issues, for example 
Chesapeake Bay Partnership, includes communities from across the watershed to use 
sustainability to address bay pollution 

  Coordinate events with universities to engage students, have activities, experienced 
planners and mentors 

 Create “learning labs” – See Google Manhattan young democrats as an example 

 Reach out to professional outside of planning to join APA SCP division 

 Provide resources for students interested in sustainability – e.g. mentors links to planning 
schools with sustainability opportunities 

 Articulate the benefits that come from best 
practices in sustainability to help 
communities with information, new 
language/messaging 

 Sustainability advocacy 

 Engage baby boomers in the discussion 

 Coordinate between ASLA and our division 
(e.g. sponsor meetings). Ensure that 
economic considerations are given weight 
too. Perhaps joint meeting with economic 
organization 

 Build regional networks (can be informal, but 
it would be nice to know who else in my region is on board, getting involved, or just 
advancing sustainability in my area) 

 Find and share information about webinars and conferences, become a clearing house for 
this kind of information 

 Help students through career development 

 Develop an international focus - how to move sustainable principles/practices into the 
third world while being culturally sensitive 

 Provide examples of sustainability, ROI and partnerships with private businesses 

 Communicate with members and state chapters 
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Reception / Meeting Report: State Chapters Collaboration 
 
Volunteers: Carine Arendes, Anne Miller, technology support and assistance from Place Matters (Brad 
Barnett, Joyce Hittle, Ken Synder, and Jason Lally) 

Mapping for Collaboration 

The State Chapters Collaboration station offered 
attendees a chance to share information about 
sustainability projects with colleagues and the division. 
Place Matters provided an interactive map of the United 
States that allowed participants to locate and describe 
projects. The map was then projected large on the big 
screen, visible to everyone attending the reception. 

In the short time available during the 
reception/business meeting, thirteen projects were 
placed on the map. Projects were located across the 
nation: two projects the states of Hawaii and New Jersey, 
and one each in the states of Oregon, Montana, Utah, 
Minnesota, Illinois, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and New York. 

Common Themes 

Sustainability projects are collaborative efforts: seven projects either had private/public 
partnerships sponsors or listed multiple sponsors. Local governments were more frequent sponsors, 
listed as sponsors for nine projects; two projects were sponsored by state governments. Ten out of the 
thirteen projects was seeking a partner of some kind, eight projects would like to develop 
relationships with local governments and five desire private sectors partners, among those, four 
projects are looking for partners in multiple sectors. 

Sustainability projects address multiple issues at one time: All but one of the projects addressed 
multiple issues. The most common issues addressed by the mapped projects were energy (11), land 
use (8), public health (7) and transportation (7).  Although the expected outcomes for projects 
proposed or in progress and completed outcomes varied, seven included both plans and 
policy/legislative initiatives.  

Next Steps 

Just like the sustainability projects our members work on, the Sustainable Communities Division plans 
to work collaboratively. Facilitating collaboration between state chapters and our members is an 
important aspect of the division’s mission.  

Get on the Map! 

Place your project, view other projects and comment online: http://apascd.placematters.org/ 

  

http://apascd.placematters.org/
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Reception / Meeting Report: Connections & Mentorships Table 
 
Volunteers: Mark Teschauer, Joshua Clements, Katie Poppel 
 

 
To encourage Conference attendees to connect 
and meet one another, we utilized the 
Connections and Mentorships table as the focal 
point for interactions. At the station, we featured 
a modified Chicago Transit Authority map of the L 
System that was color-coded across five major 
disciplines in planning (Land Use, Transportation, 
Economic and Community Development, 
Comprehensive Planning, Environmental 
Planning and Design) to help attendees identify 
their area of expertise. After identifying, attendees 
placed a colored sticker (or two) that matched 
their discipline, allowing attendees to easily recognize others in their area of expertise or 
across other areas of expertise to facilitate conversation. Additionally, participants posted 
their business cards on a blank space next to the map so attendees could easily collect contact 
information from anyone they may have spoken to. From the cards counted at the end of the 
Business Meeting and Reception, 51 attendees participated in the map project. Out of these 
51, 33 were students and 18 were professionals.  
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Reception / Meeting Report: Student Engagement 
 
Prepared by Mark Teschauer. 
 
Students of the Sustainable Communities Division are beginning to organize. At SCD's Reception and 
Meeting at the National Conference in Chicago, we came across many interested students who are not 
currently members of the division. However, there were also a few present who were already 
members of the division. Building on this momentum, I recently emailed all the student members in 
the Division along with the interested non-member students to tell them about the Division's interest 
in hearing more from its student members. Within just twenty minutes of emailing them, four 
responded promptly and enthusiastically, a very good sign to have at the start of any initiative. 
 
I will soon send students a follow-up email to discuss how to advance sustainable communities 
amongst students nationwide, how to tap into mentoring opportunities with professionals in the field, 
and develop interest in students to pursue advocacy in sustainable communities, such as rating 
communities' zoning and land development codes against LEED-ND standards and publishing the 
findings.  
 
Katie Poppel, the Student Representative Council Chair at the APA nationwide, is a student member of 
our division, and I will explore what resources she has to offer in each of these arenas. Angie Vincent 
could suggest possible mentors for SCD Student Members. However, my intent is to stimulate the 
interest amongst students so that they generate the ideas that they find most interesting and wish to 
pursue as a whole. Additionally, since I will soon be graduating, I would like to identify enthusiastic 
student leaders to pass the baton on to, and will be working with them to see who would be most 
interested and also be the best fit for the job. 

 
 

Reception / Meeting Report: Quarterly Newsletter Release 
 
We printed 200 copies of our first quarterly 
newsletter to release at the reception. While the 
newsletter will normally be distributed online only, 
for our first issue we felt it was worth the printing 
expense to increase awareness and excitement about 
the newsletter. Over 100 newsletters were 
distributed at the reception, and the rest were 
distributed at our By-Right session on Monday.  
 
The newsletter is available online at 
http://bit.ly/scd-spring2013. 
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By-Right Session Report 
“Best Practices in Sustainable Community Planning” – Monday April 15, 1:00pm 

 
Organizers: Jennie Nolon Blanchard, Debbie Lawlor, Carine Arendes 
 
The first national conference session for the new 
Sustainable Communities Division was an 
overwhelming success with an audience of over 250 
people eager to hear about new, innovative ways that 
planners can bring sustainability into community 
planning. The goal of the session was to provide a 
transferrable message, highlighting replicable 
techniques and lessons learned. AICP Commissioner 
Debbie Alaimo Lawlor, FAICP moderated the session 
introducing the division and what we have to offer, 
with an invitation to APA members to join. 
 
While many communities desire sustainable 
development, they struggle with outdated plans and regulations that hinder key projects and lack 
resources to make necessary updates. The speakers presented three resources to help municipalities 
foster sustainable growth. They also presented three case studies where planners and policy makers 
have been working to build sustainability into standard planning practices and regulatory processes 
for measurable improvements.  
 
Randall Solomon, Co-Director of The Sustainability Institute at the College of New Jersey, discussed 
the basics of the Sustainable Jersey municipal certification program and specifics about the 
development of a Sustainable Land Use Self-Assessment tool by the Land Use Law Center at Pace 
Law School. 
 
Beth McManus, AICP Associate Planner for Clarke Caton Hintz in New Jersey, presented details about 
the creation of a Green Redevelopment Guide for a city with over 40 redevelopment areas. In 2011, 
Jersey City, NJ began an initiative to encourage developers in designated redevelopment areas to 
incorporate sustainability measures into their redevelopment agreements. The Guide contains 
standards targeted for each redevelopment area, and the consultants are currently in the process of 
turning those standards into a comprehensive rating system.  
 
Meg Byerly, Staff Attorney for the Land Use Law Center at Pace Law School in White Plains, NY, 
working in partnership with the US Green Building Council, authored the Technical Guidance Manual 
for Sustainable Neighborhoods which explains to municipalities how they can integrate criteria from 
the LEED-ND rating system into their local planning, regulatory, and policy initiatives. She discussed a 
case study from the City of Mount Vernon, New York. This project developed a targeted Green Mixed-
Use District Ordinance to spur sustainable, mixed-use development along a commercial corridor while 
at the same time encouraging energy efficient design and renewable energy systems. If the City 
implements these recommendations, the resulting zone will call for green mixed-use development. 
 
Flinn Fagg, AICP Director of the Las Vegas Department of Planning, presented the third case study 
explaining how Las Vegas used LEED-ND standards to audit their zoning code to determine ways that 
they could incorporate sustainable development into their new Unified Development Code.  
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2013 Sponsors 
 

 


